
 

 

 

REPORT 
 

 
 

 

EFFECTS OF GOLD MINING ON LIVELIHOODS: 

THE GENDER COMPONENT 

 

 

 

BY 

MR. FREDERICK KOOMSON 

MR. EDGAR T. AKONOR 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY 2006 

 



 

 

        Table of content                                              Page 

 

Chapter one………………………………………………………………………  1 

1.0 Introduction…………………………………………………………………….  1 

1.1 The specific objectives of the study include……………………………………. 2 

 

Chapter Two: Literature Review…………………………………………………… 3 

2.0 Introduction…………………………………………………………………….. 3 

2.1 Contributions of Mining to the Socio-Economic Development of Ghana……… 3 

2.2 Some Negative Impacts of Mining on the Environment and Livelihoods……… 3 

2.2.1 Forest…………………………………………………………………………. 3 

2.2.2 Livelihoods……………………………………………………..…………….. 4 

 

Chapter Three: Methodology………………..……………………………………… 6 

3.0 Introduction…………………………………………………………………….. 6 

3.1 Study Area…………………………………………………………….... ……… 6 

3.2 Sampling………………………………………………………………………… 6 

3.3 Profile of the Respondents……………………………………………………… 7 

3.4 Data Collection Methods………………………………………………. ………. 7 

3.4 Data Analysis………….………………………………………………………… 7 

3.6 Analytical Framework/Conceptual Framework…………………………………… 7 

3.6.1 Human Capital…………………………………………………………………. 8 

3.6.2 Social Capital…………………………………………………………………… 8 

3.6.3 Natural Capital……………………………………………………….. ………… 8 

3.6.4 Physical Capital…………………………………………………………………. 8 

3.6.5 Financial Capital………………………………………………………………… 8 

3.7 Feminist Theory……………………………………………………………………. 8 

 

Chapter Four: Main Findings………………………………………………………….. 10 

4.0 Livelihood areas mostly affected by mining and the gender ratios in these areas 10 

4.1 Human Capital…………………………………………………………. ………… 10 



4.1.1 Education………………………………………………………………………… 10 

4.1.2 Health Issues…………………………………………………………………….. 10 

4.1.3 Ability to labour…………………………………………………………………. 12 

4.2 Social Capital………………………………………………………………………. 14 

4.2.1 Security and safety………………………………………………………………. 15 

4.2.2 Ability to Co-operate with Others……………………………………………….. 16 

4.2 3 Cost of Transacting Business……………………………………….....................        16 

4.2.4 Ability to Make Friends………………………………………….……………… 17 

4.2.5 Social Status……………………………………………………………………. 17 

4.2.6 Happiness…………………….…………………………………………………… 18 

4.2.7 Cultural Significance……………………………………………………………… 19 

4.3 Physical Capital……………………………………………………………………… 20 

4.3.1 Infrastructure- Roads and schools……………………………………………….. 21 

4.3.2 Affordable Transport …………………………………………………………… 21 

4.3.3 Secure Shelter……………………………………………………………………... 21 

4.3.4 Sustainable Water……………………………………………………................... 22 

4.3.5 Women and Sustainable Water…………………………………………………. 23 

4.4 Financial capital…………………………………………………………………… 23 

4.4.1 Available Stock…………………………………………………………………. 23 

4.4.2 Regular inflows of money………………………………………………………. 23 

4.4.3 Gender and Income…………………………………………………………….. 23 

4.5. The extent to which gold mining activities deprive women of their livelihood…… 24 

4.5.1 Compensation Issues……………………………………………………………. 25 

4.5.2 Women and Compensation……………………………………………………… 26 

4.5.3 Other Effects of Gold Mining on Women Gathered from the  

        Focus Group Discussions………………………………………………………… 26 

4 5.3.1 Marriage …………………………………………………………………………. 26 

4.5.3.2  Trading and other Economic Activities………………………………………….. 26 

4.5.6 Employment …………………………………………………………................... 26 

4.5.7 Decision Making…………………………………………………….................... 27 



4.6 Gold miming and the resettlement of communities: The Kojokrom case………. ..        27 

4.6.1 Assessment of their New Environment……………………………………….. 27 

4.6.1.1. Health…………………………………………………………………………. 27 

4.6.1.2 Social and Personal Assets…………………………………………………….. 27 

4. 6.1 3 Culture and Other Social Significance……………………………….……….. 27 

4.6..1.4 Compensation Issues………………………………………………………….. 28 

4.61.5. Farming Arrangements………………………………………………………… 28 

4. 6.2 Other Relevant Issues of Concern…………………………………… ………… 28 

4..7.0 Alternative Livelihoods Strategies/Projects…………………………................ 29 

4. 7.1 Sustainability Issues……………………………………………….…………… 29 

4.7.2 Oil palm mill……………………………………………………………………. 30 

4.7.3 Social Responsibility …………………………………………………………… 30 

4.7.4 Gender and Social Responsibility…………………………………… …………. 31 

4.8 Compensation Issues – The legal framework……………………………………… 31 

 

Chapter Five: Summary, Limitations, Conclusions, 

 Recommendations and Future Direction of Research………………………………… 32 

 

 

References …………………………………………………………………………….. 39 

 

 

List of Tables                           Page 

 

Table 1.0 Sampled Communities………………………………………………………. 7 

Table 2: Highest Educational Level by Sex…………………………………………… 10 

Table 3: Gold Mining Operations and Increased Incidence of Diseases…………… ..         10 

Table 4: Illnesses/ Diseases Identified by Respondents in Mining Communities……… 12 

Table 5: Has Mining Activities Improved or Worsened your Ability to labour and  

Make a Living…………………………………………………………………. 12 

Table 6: Reasons for Respondents’ Inability to Labour and to earn a Living………… 13 

Table 7: Reasons for inability to labour & to earn a living……………… … ……….. 13 



Table 8: Main aim/objective of Associations……………………………….. ……….. 14 

Table 9: Benefit Provided by Groups/Associations…………….…………………….. 14 

Table 10: Reasons assigned to inadequate security and safety………………………. 15 

Table 11: Reasons assigned to inadequate security and safety by sex……………….. 16 

Table 12: Reasons for Increased Cost of Transacting Business……………................ 16 

Table 13: Reasons for Increased Cost of Transacting Business: By sex……………… 17 

Table 14: Inability of Households to Make Friends…………….…………………….. 17 

Table 15: Inability of Households to Make Friends: By sex……………..… ………… 17 

Table 16: Reasons for poor social status: By sex……………………..…..… ………… 18 

Table 17: Reasons for being Unhappy………………………………………………… 18 

Table 18: Reasons for being Unhappy: By sex………………………………………… 19 

Table 19: Reasons for Restriction to culturally Significant Sites…….……................... 19 

Table 20: State of Infrastructure………………………………………..………………. 21 

Table 21: Affordable Transport…………………………………..…………………….. 21 

Table 22: Secure Shelter………………………………………...………………………. 22 

Table 23: The State of Sustainability of Water………………………..……………….. 23 

Table 25: Independent Sample t-test……………………………………..……………. 24 

Table 26: Group Statistics on Income (in cedis)………………………………………. 24 

Table 27: Reasons for Depriving Women of their Livelihood………………………… 25 

Table 28: Recipient of Compensation…………….………………….………………… 26 

Table 29: Comparison of the Two Communities……………………………………… 29 

 

 

 

 

 


