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LIFE IS MORE PRECIOUS THAN GOLD

EDITORIAL

AASETENAPAO | S BORN!

At long last, we have seen the birth of our Quarterly Newsletter,
AAsetenapado. It is very diffic
transl ation of AfAsetenapao whic
things of life, including @an and healthy environment, sustainable
livelihood and an environment in which people can meet their
emotional, spiritual and cultural needs.

The over a decade mining advocacy work had been a period of
activity and our 18 milestone affords us the oppenity to reflecton
this.

It has become necessary for WACAM to have an opportunity to tell
i ts own story and t he AAset en
WACAM to raise the community issues as much as possible.

The leaders of WACAM believe that after 10 yeafsts operations,

it is time for us to move our organisation and its advocacy work to a
hi gher | evel AAsetenapado woul d
our grassrootsexperiences, whichwe could share with other
organisationsgovernment, individualand communities.

Mr. Emmanuel Kojo Kwarteng, formerly of Daily Graphic, who won
the Best Journalist for Environmental Reporting in 2007, mooted the
idea of a newsletter for WACAM many years agal we are grateful
that he put his professional expertiseagsurnalist into the work of
WACAM.

We are grateful to Oxfam America for supporting our newsletter.

This is the maiden publication
hope that it would contribute to our work of defending the rights of
marginalised peopl



We are grateful to RAVI, IBIS, ISODEC, DKA, OECD Watch,
TWN, CEPIL,FIAN and a host of organisations and individuals that
had supported our work over the years.

fAsetenapad has come to stay!

DANIEL OWUSU-KORANTENG, Editorin-Chief.

WACAM's Executive Director addressing a press Conference in
Accra

WASSA ASSOCIATION OF COMMUNITIES AFFECTED BY
MI NI NG CHANGES NAME TO AWACAMO

The Wassa Association of Communities Affected by Mining is an

environmental and human rights advocacy-gomernmental organisation

(NGO) engaged in building the capacities of communities affected by

surface mining operations to enable them to have effective engagement
with multinational mining
companies in their

ff ‘\‘ struggle to protect their

' human rights and ensure
environmental integnt

WACAM o™,
i1

as a small community
based mining advocacy NGO in the then Wassa West District has expandec
its operations to cover mining communities in the Western, Ashanti,
Eastern and Brong Ahafo Regions of Ghana in addition to sharing its
mining advocacy experiences with NGOs and communities in Senegal,
Mali and Burkina Faso.

In view of the new reality, it became imperative to change the name to
reflect the vision, mission, challenges and growth of WACAM.

After extensive consultations invohg the mining communities,
volunteers, Staff of WACAM and others, who share in the vision of
building a strong social movement with a national character to advance the
objective of protecting the sovereign rights of citizens and for
environmental justice,the Executive Council settled on the name
A WACAMO .

AWACAMO was preferred because when
it me ant Al have been bitteno or
name reflects the objective reality in communities affected bfaca
mining operations the world over.



The new identity means WACAM is going to open and gear up mining of every <citizen to protect and sa
advocacy to higher levels to involve all patriotic Ghanaians, Students, website isvww.wacamghana.com

Workers, Trade Unionists, Media Experts, Intelligentsia, NGOs, Religious

People and Community People in a struggle that would protect the WACAM wishes to express its deepest gratitude to iddials,
environment, sovereign rights of citizens and ensure maximum benefits to organisations and institutions that have supported WACAM in diverse
beloved Ghana. ways to bring it this far.

Many things have gone wrong with the exploitation of Ghanabés minera
the extent that multinational mirgncompanies with the connivance of a ) _
few Ghanaians have taken the greater portion of the benefits of mining and COMPANY i COMMUNITY CONFLICTS: BLAME COMPANIES

left the majority with all kinds of problems. By: Eric Adjei, Obuasi

Since the natural wealth of Ghana belongs to all Ghanaians, it is the Madam Philomené&ddo, resident of Akatakyieso, a mining community in
onerous responsibility offal ci ti zens to wor k t o ptheoAmarsié €ritrdl Bistrict iuthet Ashariti SRegioa has blarled mining
resources. The struggle should not be left only on the shoulders of the poorcompanies in the country for the numerous comitgezompany stand offs.
people affected by multinational mining operations.

She explained thatll initial interactions between host communities and the
This is a call to all patriotic citizens of Ghana to join the struggheatbthe mining companiesbefore the start of mining opeiats have been
unbridled exploitation of the coughaaciegedbyligsandgdecepton r esources, which d
the environment, pollutes the water bodies, violates the rights of citizens,

. . . MadamAddo noted that when a mining company first enters a community,
depletes mineral resources and yields only minimal returns to Ghana.

they capitake on the ignorance and low literacy level of the community
and Arobo t hem oWe weile eriade tof thumibpki a n d
documeng thatwe wouldn éhavethumbed printedf we really understood

this meantgiving the mining companies our sources of livelihdad

The new Logo of WACAM is graphic drawing of a green hut sandwiched
by two golden huts. The huts represent habitats. The green colour
symbolise the environment comprising social, cultural, spiritual and

mountairs, forests and animals while the golden colour represents the |ands, and buildings collapsed, bringimith it a lot of strangadiseases,
natural wealth endowment of Ghana gosEhufantidbt®8sBYt 8n 8 €8 EIRe RRfted ¥/0dkddD 8

strong belief that development can be sustainable only when it is in that the gods of the land are punighims for the wisdom we did not show
harmony with the economic, social and cultural lives loé tpeople; backthenis hed.ad d e

environmental integrity and considers the needs of future generations.
Madam Philomena narrated this story when two OXFAMe#fioa officials
The green colour of WACAM represents the resolve of WACAM to protect paid a working vidito some communities in the Amsie CentralDistrict
and safeguard the environment as enshrined in Article 41k of the 1992 and the Obuasi Munigality of the Ashanti Region. The officialwere
Constitution of the Fourth Repui ¢ of Ghana, whi ch brahaa didara, \Wast AfricasRegiohaé Gogenneinge Advisor and Solinn
Lim, East Asia Regional Progmme Officer on Extractives. They were


http://www.wacamghana.com/

accompanied by the Executive Direcr WACAM, Daniel Owusu

Korantengand the Director of Training and Research of the organisation,

Hanndn Owusu Koranteng respectively.

Mining hasbecome a major economic activity Bast Asia in recent times.
The visit was aimed at creating a platform for tiigast Asian officer to
learn at first hand,how mining @mmunities are engaging witmining

companies and the role of civil society for onward replication in her

country.

Madam Pilomena said in recent times host communities haveseeaihat
what they were giveas compensatiowas nothing near pittanc.Wh a t
more callous thagiving someone & emptybarrel and taking over hisne
acresugarcandarm? she aske and said hacommunities wouladontinue
to demand for theyoung ones thdife they the old never hadShe
applauded civil societgroupsn ot abl y WACAM f or
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Madam Philomena Addo of Akatakyieso, Obuasi

She maintaiad that there is a large stretch of land AngloGold Ashanti

acquiral for mining buthas diverted for at t | e

grazing

result the grass is gradually tagio ver our small f ar ml
to government to order the mining compda revert the land tostowners
since thdand is not being used for tipeirposet was acquired for.

Ibrahima Aidara said countries endowed with minerals areidaly the
poorest. He noted that instead of the mineb&litig a blessingthey have
rather become big curse. He vowed that all efforts would be made to
ensurethat this unfortunate phenomenon is reverddd. described as
unf ortunate what mining hltasssaltogseen e ¢
how people are living here, on hope and an unpredictable future for these
youngones especialfy .

s

Solinn Lim advised he residents to present a united front in all their
negotiations for she has reslil that mosof the problems are as a resoilt
becausethe different stance some communities membere tak the

i h enégptiatiorgtableShe obsermed thad wnlike Ghana where there is individual

ownership of land, the situation is different in her country where the state
owns land. She therefore implored clean heads and chiefs to realise tha
posterity would not & kind to them if they do not leave behind a befitting
legacy for the younger generation.

She asked them to take the interest of the dead, the living, and the unborr
into consideration before they take any decision on how their lands are used

MINING WI LL NOT BRING ANY BENEFITS i 84 YEAR OLD
LADY DECLARES

By Jerry MensatiPah,

i L et tellpeu, | am 84 years and | was born here in Bokazo. | have
single handedly catered for my children, one ofowlas completed
university and | did not use money from golt is through farming that |
have been able to take care of my kids, so the mining company should

eﬁ%use meo .. Wit h t hese wor ds, Ma
ra eT and fias a



TelekuBokazo in the Nzema East Municipality of the Western Region A" The Chi ef of Bokazo has now | ost
made her position cleasn mining in her community during a public because of his shady dealingsvitbc o mpany o6, she reve
hearing. Clearly, the old womanodés fear of the mining operations ste
Ghanads ominous history of managiONg COMMUAity mgmbers who,wete dnterviewpibed, copcerns abgul o
mining history and the concentration of mines with the attendant the negative efigls that would befall the community in the wake of the

resettlenent and relocation problems and the related issues of €O MPanyos operations.

compensation negotiation, frequent clashes between the communities andOrl his part, Stephen Donkor, leader of the Youth and Concerned Citizens
mining companies over environmental issues have given rise to an acutelyof Nkroful, TelekuBokazo and Anwia read out a petition his group had

environmentallyconscious population. Thughere are emging social documented for the EPA and otherkstaolders concerning the proposed
movements among the population whose agenda is to highlight mining and gold project

its impacts.

The group cautioned
the EPA, Minerd

Commission and all
other stakeholder
institutions, that if they
want the communities
to continue enjoying
the peace and
tranquillity that they

were enjoying before
- ‘ the advent ofminingin

requires a company to subject its Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) /4 E/f - , \ A the areathen all the
public scrutiny. In this case, the EIS was compiled by AdaResources ; critical concerns they
Limited on the proposed Southern Ashanti Gold Project. had raised should be
thoroughly  discussed
and a compromised
reached.

Mining in Africa has rarely had a glorious history. Several mining and
other extractive companies have ehe criticsed since preolonial,
colonialismand mst independence periddr their use of mercenaries, |
warlords and corruption to gain access to lucrative oil and mineral deposit:
resulting in a weldocumented history of intrigue and abuse in Africa and
in other developing countries.

The first public hearing was held in the latter pafriastyear and there
were a myriad ofproblems, whichled to the arrest of some elders and
people of the town. What triggered the comfiation was an allegation that
some irate youth seized the riffle of tRelice officerdeployed to maintain

order.
Director of Training and Research Mrs. Hannah Owusu-Koranteng

According to Madam Yeboah, ever since Adamus Resources rushed to theirsensitisingTeleku Bokazoand Anwia communities on the Minerals ad
area to take a bite of the golden pie, the people have seen no peace. Shklining Act at Teleku Bokazo

said the presence of the company has actually divided the fronts of the

communiy into pro and anti mining camps.



AThis assertion is based on the fmaasures om thdirgarda foiMeectiore ® sParliamerandh al npublich e
Mining Company presented its EIA, it could not congrtbe inhabitants gatheringsEllimah

about how it was going to deal with the expected environmental and social
impacts of the project. Notwithstanding these concerns, the Msneral
Commission went ahead and issued it with a mining lease.

Communities affected by mining have several developmental challenges
and as people who aspire to representare representinghem in
parliament, there is the need for the parliamentandidatesand MPsof

If such a thing happens, we would dmmpelled to take our destiny into our the various political parties to present credible programmes on how they are
own hands, def end and protect i t goirig toraddress theseachalfengesyv ai | abl e meanso, h
cautioned

Earlier, Nana AndohDirector of Mines at the EPA debunked allegations
that the EPA had already issued out a permit to the company arttiehat
public hearing was a mere formality. According to him until the company
fulfilled all legal requirements, there was no way his outfit would issue out
any permit.

He promised that the EPA would consider all the concerns people had
raised and see hovest to address them.

The Environmental Manager of the Mining firm, Paul Soulsgid the
company appmated the fact that mining comegith several potential
impactsto the environment and gave assurance lirgtcompany would
employ possible mitigatiomeasures.

He said people living in mining areas often had many concerns about the
i mpacts that mining could have on t

commitment to ensuring that all concerns raisedrhammal effect on the Nana Ama Dufie and Nana Akua Duﬁ gueen mothers and members
people living close to theconcession. of WACAM |

Addressing almost 40 community activists who had conducteléaamup

exercise at the Obuasi Government Hospital over weekend, a

Programme Officer of WACAM, an association of communities affected by
INCORPORATE MITIGATION MEASURES IN POLITICAL mining, Mr. Richard Kojo Ellimahnoted with disappointment that so far,
A GE N D AEllimah Tells MPs most of the candidatesnd MPshave not been addressing critical issues
related to the problems in comunities affected by miningfhe clean up
exercise was part of activities marking the™18nniversary of the
organisation.

Paoliticians, @rliamentary candidatemd parliamentarians onstituencies
mining communitieshave been reminded tocorporatemining mitigation



He mentioned some of these problems as unemployment, access to clearContinuing, he observed that if now people can easily walk into any of the

water, health care and loss of livelihood. district branches of the Commission on Human Rights and Administrative
Justice (CHRAJ) and report a mininge |l at ed human rig

He added that thereas the need for thespiring parliamentarians and  peqnje must understantiat this consciousness did not come out of the

sitting MPs to prove thaft.they can represent the interests of the e WACAM has been consistent in providing human rights education for
communities affected by mining. the mining communitieso.

Mr. Ellimah observed that in the past, most of the candidates elected to
represent constituencies affegttdy mining have not lived up to the
expectation of their constituents, rather preferring to take sides with

multinational companies against the interests of the poor and marginalized STORY OF AN EMPOWERED FEMALE LEADER
communities.

When this happens, the fate of the people is left in dmd$ of a few BY: Jerry Mensah-Pa
i WA C

commi tted advocacy organisations | i ke ! AM. nlf this trend continu
the people in the communities will lose confidence in their Members of When Emelia Amoateng: community activist of WABM, saw that her
Parliament and this will spell dnegibey AnthonyBgidoo, 3 4earoldfaymer had hgen shote sheskpeayy |

cautioned. she had to contact WACAM and the media for immediate help.

WACAM was formed inl998 in response to the mining boom in the Wassa

area of the Western Region of Ghana. The mining boom led to a lot of She was also furiousi Thi s shoul d not happen
problems in the communities that were left to contend with financially and referring to the residents of her laije of Teberebien the Wassa West
politically connected multinational companies. The gap that leés Municipality of the Western Regionwhich had been relocated to
becausef the failure of political leadership to respond to these problems accommodate a new mining operatio
necessitated the establishment of the organisation that came to the aid of th&vr o n g ? 0

communities. With time, WACAM has grown beyond the Wassa area and - gajdoo had been walking away from a confrontation between farmers
has active branches in minkaffected communities in the Ashanti, Brong 54 4 miliary force when he was shot. AngloGold Ashanti Iduapriem mine
Ahafo and Eastern Regions. had blocked the route to their farms with a Rock Waste Duthns

The organisation was established in Obuasi in 2002 and is currently active divertingthe distance to thefarmsmaking far fromtheir homes

in about 30 communities. Mr. Ellimakecalled that before then, there was a

popular axiom that fAyou canot fig h'IIhe ctorgp%ny Rad r|:])r8n%)|s'ed to construct a new road toftlveas but that

This, according to him has been shattered as people now freely talk aboutcould not also resolve theng distance to their farms.

the problems that mining has brought to their lives aod lthey can Tired of using the alternative route which was relatively longyout 12

receive redressome of hese problems. mile round trip on foot), thentire peoplein Teberebie town protested
against the féects of the Rock Wde Dump.Unknown to Mr Anthony



Baidoo and other farmers in the community who were using a short route Amelia Amoateng had led the Teberebie Community to hold the company

around the rock waste dump to thieirms;the company had employed the
service of armednilitary personnel to block the short detour around the
Rock Wase Dump to their farms on"4ebruary 2006. The armedllitary

men confronted the farmers and then shot Mr Baidoo and another farmer

and abandoned them

Ms Emelia Amoateng immediately calle®VA CA MO s
environmental and human rightgganisationthat had trained her and
others in the community. fi |
Baidoo who was then lying in a pool of blood and called for immediate
h e |spe&aid.

Aft er WACAMOG s
officials of the AngloGold Ashantmine, Baidoo got the medical care he
needed to swri v e at t he companyo6s
WACAM. He was hospitalised at the 37 Military Hospital Accra for
about 9 months and cannot undertake farming activities now.

The Teberebiecommunity was resettled in 1991 to make room for the
defunct Teberebie Gold Limited whose assets were purchaged
AngloGold Ashanti, Iduaprim Mine, which is now prodag over 300,000
ounces of gold per year. It is just one of the margmples ofviolence

and brutalities meted out to mining communities by security agencies
acting on behalf of mining companieser the last several yearsince
Ghana opened itsdoors b attract direct foreign investmentngining
investmenk throughweak mininglaws

EMELIA LEADS STRUGGLE AGAINST ANGLOGOLD ASHANTI

Ms Emelia Amoateng is a | eader
Teberebie, which consists of 35 farmers wheehaorked with WACAM
to |l earn about their human rights
and Mining Act.

of

She is leading this group in a legal case against AngloGold Ashanti
Iduapriem Mine on nojpayment of compensation for tlkestruction of
their propeiies by the Rock Waste dump established by the company.

of fi cpeoptlee in

Execut i v eKorihtemgehadicalled D darkwae |

e X p epetgien akbout

accountable for the pollution of their water bodies and had successfully
traced sources of chemical seepage into their streams frentailings
containment of the company.

Ms EmeliaAmoatengwho is 31lyears,said she is now more aware of how
the government and mining companies in the area are violating the rights of
her community and khews
sensitisation of WACAM, | now know where to go and who to contact in

reporctaesde tohnfatanyheprmiblietnariyn htahde schoontmuMri

She had in the past led her community people to march through the District
capital of :
taD

b

present a

the problems
of her
community to
the  District
Chief
Executive of |
the  District ,(‘.
where she was o
interviewed }\t’ :
extensivelypy %, 8
radio and newspaper journalists.

In Ghana, as in many other countries in Africa and other parts ofdtid,

few women usally lead political, huma rights, social and economic
sirygles-ep re pomaly pergeiyesiitie vaiggs of the commupity;
Neverthelesswith the right training and educatipMs Emelia Amoateng

hap Pacgrpe. egpowered oo lead igr cpmmuitiutiugalestor g
protection of theirights.

To be more effective as a communidader Ms Amoateng who is married
with two children is presently undertaking private studies which would



prepare her for admission into High School with support from WACAM. because Ayensukrom (No 2), Addaedompo, Beposo, Kobokrom, Brakwa
She aspires to be a lawyer and anoadte for women and children. Line and Ntiriakwa Line @mmunities had been producing 1,755 Bags of

Her main concern is to seek just.i f%ogoa _Pegqs (1}17eto|ns) fﬁo%%gt,?? tg %aglyewggsgw%%gﬁsc;ibll{t{]yexlsted
1992 constitution and the Minerals and Mining Act are my closest friends or an increase in cocoa production to about 5,250 bags(350). The cocoa

now, © Amoateng said confipny 1o cheat tmy Wapﬁogucti?nhr%duce[%idrr?siticr,f‘illg from 1992 when the then BillBogoso
commu’nity And | know my rights as a .citizen living in a mining Gold Limited now Golden Star Resources(Bogoso/Prestea)mine established

community. o a Roaster which emitted gases that had reduced cocoa yields in the are:
from 117 tons in the 1990s to a current production of only 3 tons . Mr Osei

Amoatengo6s work is a good exampl e jifated thay, aMeSchrdh cHdfefutS by aHé Whnasthy i of Rood &nd @

tool to empower mining communities in their struggle to improve their  Agriculture confirmed that the emission of poisonous gases had affected

living conditions. Her training with WACAM has strengtleen her crop yields.
community as well as her own ability to represent her neighbours.
AThis has made me very powerful i nMrtOgessaid cqgqagroving copmpunifies in e Wesierp Regign such ag

and the men in my community, o she Ghifano Kutukigm, Gupisg Ayepsykrogi (Nan¢)s eWirg,  Bipiani,
Adamanso among others communities have serious threats as a result o

mining activities, adding that galamsey operations in Juabeso in recent
times also poses a threat to cocoa production.
Gold Mining is killing the Cocoa Industry In an interview with fAAset enadgemo,
the cocoa industry as a renewable economic activity with the potential of
employing many people but gold is a a@mewable natural resource and
its exploitation creates limited jobs. He observed that in promoting gold
over cocoa, government shouldtrdose sight of the fact that these two
commodities compete for the same resources such as land and labour an
the incentives provided by government to the mining sector has the
potenti al to kill the cocoa indu:
becauseggold which is a nommenewable resource has overtaken cocoa to
become the number one foreign exch

By: Jerry MensatPah and Daniel Owuskioranteng

The statement by many of our politicians palitical platformsthat the
cocoaindustry experiences boom in future and that the country will
generate more revenue from cocoa processing in the noistamtdfuture

has vehemently been refuted by Mr. John Alexander Osei, Chairman of the
Executive Council of WACAM.

Mr Osei who is a prominent Cocoa Farmer in Ayensukrom (Mo 2
expressed the opiniotihat, the situation where surface mining has taken
over nost of the cocoa lands make® assumptiothat cocoa production

and revenues would increase wrong. He observed that the Western Region,
which hitherto has been the hub of cocoa production in the country, is
under serious threat because of increase mngiactivities. According to

Mr Osei, the Cocoa shed at Ayensukrom (No 2) which was completed in
1994 had a storage capacity of 5,250 bags of Cocoa beans( 350 tons)



for a gold mine in 1997. The decision awards the affected people more than
$900,000

The Nkwantakrom community, led by Nana Kofi Karikari (Chief of the
community), successfully claimed in their civil case that, Ghanaian
Australia Goldfields Limited (GAG) unlawfully evicted them out of their
village and destroyed their buildings. The compamhich was later
acquired by the AngloGold Ashanti Iduapriem mine, claimed that the
village did not exist at the time the mine was established, and the structures
were built later in a bid to extract compensation from the company.

fiThe Nkwantakrom community was able to prove in court that the village
had been on the map of Ghana long before the Ghanaian Australia
Gol dfi el ds was =establ i shedKorantengt he
Executive Diector of WACAM, the environmental and human rights

A farmer in his cocoa farm organization that supported the Nkwantakrom case with Center for Public

~ o . _Interest Law (CEPIL). The community people stated that they helped the
iStruggl es by Gations (CSOS) docdoea rmedsrighe n first Surveyor of the mine to locate important landmarks saghivers

paid compensations commensuratighvthe lifespan of their cocoa trees . . 0
_ ) . _ when the company started the reconnaissance suiNaysa Kofi Karikari
have not yielded the desired results because the mining companies take

. was able to prove that he wasde thechieb f Nkwant akr om i
advantage of the ignorance and poverty of the poor farmers to pay
ridiculous compensation for crops. The government should find ways of

_ oo _ Nana Karikari and the affected people were represented at the High court
addressinghese challenges if it still wants to reap full benefits from the

by CEPIL, the legal aid orgasation, which with WACAM, assist

cocoa sectoro, he stated. communities affected by mining. Both orgsations are partners of Oxfam
America.

NKWANTAKROM WINS COURT CASE AGAINST ANGLOGOLD

ASHANTI IDUAPRIEM MINE AFTER A DECADE OF

LITIGATION

By Jerry Mensah-Pah

Ghanads High court i ahasrledthatiaminingg t own of Tar kw

company must pay compensation to 45 community people to replace their
houses, a church, a mosque, and a school illegally destroyed to make way



