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ABSTRACT

The study assssed the Alternative Livelihood Programme (ALP) of Goldfields Ghana
limited in 5 communities of the 8 communities that have benefited from the ALP of the
company.

The loss of land through surface mining operations is a major problem of the
communities ad the ALP did not address the land problem that had resulted in increased job
losses for majority of the people.

A few of the affected people benefited from the project and beneficiaries complaint that
the items provided could not restore their livebthd s t hat had been | ost
operations.

The communities did not contribute to the project design, but rather the company sought
the support of the communities for implementing it.

The study concluded that the ALP had not restored the Hivatis of the affected
communities. The study recommends the intensification of education on the rights of
compensation especially on compensation payment. The study recommends further that
Corporate Social Responsibility projects, which would includeradttive livelihood activities,

should be incorporated in the discussions of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA).
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background

Surface mining operations affects large tracts of indigenous lands resulting in land use
conflicts, displacement of communities and loss of livelihood for many peasant communities
that undertake lanbdased economic activitieCompanies such as Golden Star Resources and
Goldfields Ghana Limited have undertaken Alternative Livelihood Programmes to address the
complaints of the affected mining communities.

Goldfields Ghana LimitedGGL), a South African Mining company is one oétkRight
surface mining companies that located in the Wassa West District in the early 90s to commence
surface mining operationshe operations of the company displaced 30,000 Landlords within a
period of 5 years Some of the communities thatere reseted include New Atuabo and
Acutance

Advocacy organisations such as WACAM engaged in a campaign on the effects of the
mining operations of GGL on the communitiegr October2001, GGL spilled cyanide into
River Asuman, whickserves as the drinking water foommunities such as Abekoase, Samahu,
Tebe Huniso etc WACAM launched a campaign on tleganide spillageand supported the
Abekoasecommunity with the help of Centre for Public Interkatv (CEPIL) to institute court
action against the company on théeets of the cyanide spillageThe campaign pressurised
Goldfields Ghand.imited to undertakeprojects in the affected communities such as Abekoase,
Tebe,SamahuHuniso to mitigate the effects of the cyanide spillage and other mining problems
of the conmunities. Later, WACAM and CEPIL negotiated an-oficourt settlement, which
included an Alternative Livelihood project and other projects for the Abekoase community.

These projects marked the beginning of Alternative Livelihood Project of Goldfield
GhanaLimited, which has developed into th8ustainable Community Empowerment and
Economic Development Programme (SEED) of Goldfields Ghanaed.

The official statement by the company indicated that the company would gradually shift
from infrastructue provision to alternative livelihood programme and had sought the assistance
of the Opportunities Industrialisation Centres International (OICI) in the implementation of the
SEED programmeThe programme woultenefit 1,325eople from eight communities the
catchment area of Goldfields Ghalnanited. The company had earmarked 1.3 million dollars
for development projects in the catchment area of the company for 2005r2@Qbhjective of
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the SEED programme is to spur economic growth, wealth creatiand quality in the
communities affected by the operations of Goldfields Ghana Limiidte components of the
SEED are sustaininggriculture/animal production, processing, value addition and marketing of
produce, health and nutrition, water and samitgteducation and livelihood skills, monitoring,
evaluation and reporting

Eight communities, which would benefit from thgrogrammes,include Samahu,
Abekoase, Tebe, Pepesa, Huniso, New Atuabo, Akoon and Brahabdlwenprojects to be
implemented underhe SEED includeoil palm cultivation and its processing, livestock,
vegetable cultivation, cassava processing, rehabilitation of roads and wells, buildimgafc h er 6 s
guarters and early childbd development centres (ECDCs). Eammmunity would also

berefit from scholarship packagés JSS, SSS and vocational schools.

1.2 Obijectives of the Review

The SEED programme has become the Flag#tiprnative Livelihood activity of
Goldfields Ghana Limitedvhich has the objective of addressitige community complats
especially livelihood lossemnd restore livelihoodsOpinions are dividedn the benefits of the
Alternative Livelihood Programme of GGand somecommunitieshave expressedoncerns
that the programme Hanot adequately addressed the important Inged problems facinghe
affectedpeople. Specificobjectives of the Review are as follows:

e To assess the positive and negative effects of the Alternative Livelihood Programme

of GGL
e To assess the procedures for selecting beneficiaries of the programme

e Toengage in documentation on the project activities

1.3 Methodology
A Researcher developed thaestionnaire, whiclwas administered by trained assistants in the
affected communities. In all 100 respondents were interviewed in 5 of the 8 beneficiary
communites namely, New Atuabo, Abekoase, Samahu, Tebe and Huniso. The sample
communities were purposively selected because they were either resettled communities or
farming communities. Field Data was cleaned, coded and subjected to quantitative and

gualitativeanalysis using simple graphs
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2 STUDY AREA
2.1 The Wassa West district

The Wassa West district is one of the eleven districts in the Western region of Ghana. It
has a total land surface area of 2,354 square kilometres, which lies between 14tGuded4 N
and 5° 40N and Longitude 1@ 5 6 WW.2 It shares boundaries with Ahaitéest, Wassa
Amenfi, Nzema East, and Mpohor districts with Tarkwa being the district capital. Tarkwa and
its satellite settlements are wedged between two long ranges of hills consisléweallimbs of
a folded mountain. The district lies in the central part of the Western Region with an altitude of
three hundred metres above sea level being the highest point and the lowest being one hundred
and fifty metres. The district has evergresountain ranges, which present appealing aesthetic
scenery for people living in the area. Unfortunately, these ridges are the main areas with gold
and ae targets for open cast miningvVassa West district has three forest reserves, which are
Bonsa, Ekunifand Neung reserves covering 440.15 kihland surface area and about 10% of
the countryodés close forest that is rich in f
but the major ones are Bonsa, Ankobra, and Huni. The Bonsa River providesgiwater to

the people living in Tarkwa.

2.2 Economic Activities of study Area

Communities in the Wassa West District had lived with mining and agriculture for many
centuries. Small scale mining was outlawed whér tolonial authority, during the #@&nd 2@

centuries, took over several small mining companies that operated in the Tarkwa area, then known as the
Abontiakoon Concession. In 1935, the colonial authority handed it over to the Amalgamated Banket
Areas Limited (ABA). ABA also controlled ¢thold Tarkwa mine, properties of Mantraim, Pepe,

Akontansi, Kottraverchy, the Pat8bmmahoo, Teberah) and Awunabehoonabe areas
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Some people in the area including majority of the rural women scout for oil palm, snalils,
herbs, spices, and firewood fincthe forest as a source of income.

The Wassa West District currently produce
For the communities of Wassa West that had lived with underground mining, artisanal mining,
and largescale surface mining it igmiportant to identify that the interrelationships of the
economy, social enhancement and environmental protection on a sustainable basis helps to
determine the level of development and livelihood. There are six$aaje mining companies
operating in  the
district, five of them
are mining gold and
the other a manganese

mining company.

Figurel: Map of Tarkwa area
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